
 

Adla* aged nine attends a Save The Children 
supported school in Dohuk, Kurdistan 
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providing LEARNING, DEVELOPMENT AND FUTURES for children 
who have experienced life-changing events 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the Children response 
Save the Children is supporting children and their families who have been affected by the conflict. In addition to 
working directly with displaced families, we are also supporting communities that are hosting large numbers of 
those displaced. We are helping ensure children get access to education by directly implementing programs that 
give children opportunities to learn, develop and grow and by helping coordinate and build capacity of INGOs, 
local NGOs, the government and communities. 

 

Every child has the right to education, no matter what their circumstance. In Iraq, the start of the new 
term came and went at the beginning of September 2014, with thousands of children unable to return to 
school because they have been displaced or because displaced families and armed groups are living in their 
classrooms. As of January, 130 schools, in Iraq, were still occupied by armed groups while a further 500 
were being used for shelter by those displaced due to the violence. As a result, every day across Iraq, 
learners are being denied access to school facilities.  

Worryingly, the number of children out of school is only likely to increase if the conflict persists and 
people are unable to return to their homes.  

Today, over 500,000 school-age children are displaced and not enrolled in formal education. A prolonged 
absence from school will likely have serious effects on these children’s futures. It also means children are 
more vulnerable as they are not in the protective and regular environment of a school.   

CRISIS IN NUMBERS: 

• Over 700,000 school-aged children displaced 
within Iraq  

• Only 69,000 displaced children enrolled in 
education 

• Over 50,000 IDP taking shelter in more than 
500 schools at the end of 2014    

• 130 schools occupied by armed groups across 
Iraq 

• More than 260 schools in need of repair 

• To date, Save the Children has reached over 
480,000 displaced Iraqis, including over 
230,000 children  

IRAQ  
EDUCATION FACTSHEET 

2015 
 

Our education programme activities are funded by DANIDA, DFATD Canada, FFO, Norway MFA, SDC, Seoul 
Metro Government, SIDA, UNICEF and our members. 

	  

	  



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT (ECCD) 
A child’s early years are the most critical in terms of development; providing the foundations for each child’s future 
learning, well being and prosperity. Our ECCD work supports displaced children’s development through this vital 
period – ensuring they are physically healthy, cognitively stimulated, emotionally resilient and socially competent. 
 

In 2014 over 2,500 Syrian refugee and 1,600 Iraqi IDP children benefitted from our ECCD programs. 
 
NON-FORMAL EDUCATION (NFE) 
Thousands of refugee and IDP children are not attending school due to the current crisis. Our NFE programmes 
make sure boy and girls who cannot attend regular classes are still able to continue learning in a safe, nurturing 
environment. The curriculum used (validated by the Ministry of Education and UNICEF) is also complemented with 
reading	  materials	  children	  can	  access	  outside	  of	  the	  classes	  to	  boost	  reading	  development.	  

In 2014 over 1,500 Syrian refugee and 200 Iraqi children benefitted from our NFE programs. 
 
CATCH UP CLASSES 
Our catch-up classes help children to make up for the time they have spent outside of the education system and 
ensure that they do not fall behind their peers who are still able to attend formal schooling. 

In 2014 more than 250 refugee and Iraqi children benefitted from our Catch Up classes. 
 
MOTHERS AND TODDLERS PROGRAMMING  
Our Mother and Toddler classes provide mothers and their 0-2 year olds with informative sessions concerning the 
social, physical, intellectual and emotional development of their children. By targeting mothers and toddlers, 
alongside our existing education programmes, we can provide a structured way to promote positive parenting, 
literacy development, nutrition, health, hygiene and child protection messaging. 
 

In 2014, 150 Syrian refugee and over 50 Iraqi children benefitted from our Mothers and Toddler programming. 
 
BOOK BANKS 
In 2014, almost 600 Syrian children benefitted from our book banks, which ensure that children have access to 
different types of reading materials to help them grow as readers and active learners.  
 
CAPACITY BUILDING 
All of our NFE and ECCD facilitators, teachers and master trainers have received training on child safeguarding, 
positive discipline, active learning and community mobilization to help ensure that skills and knowledge is passed on 
to local communities in order to sustain quality educational programs. 
 

FUNDING 
Education is life saving and life sustaining, providing psychosocial support, strengthening survival skills and coping 
mechanisms for children who have experienced life-changing events. Yet despite this education is rarely prioritised 
during an emergency response and as a result is often severely underfunded. Currently the Iraq Education Cluster is 
only 10 percent funded.  

Often when emergency strikes education can find itself forgotten or left behind whilst the most immediate needs 
are cared for. But for children and their parents this remains a priority. For many communities, education holds 
the key to conflict mitigation and a better future.  

To ensure that we are responding effectively and efficiently we have seconded a co-coordinator and an Education 
Information Manager to the Iraq Education Cluster (IDP) and Education Working Group (Refugee). Good 
coordination means less gaps and overlaps in humanitarian organisations’ work, while also helping to identify ways 
to work together for better collective results. 

To continue providing Education for children in Iraq, it is imperative Save the Children receives further 
funding to continue implementing quality activities. 

	  


